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volunteered his services free of charge and brought other carpenters
to work at reduced rates. The settlers did all the unskilled labour.
Thambi Naidu was in charge of the sanitation and marketing for
which he had to go to Johannesburg.
For about two months the settlers lived in tents while the buildings
were under construction. The timber was brought ready made in all
sizes required, which the carpenters cut to measure. There were not
many doors or windows to be prepared. The structures were all of
corrugated iron and did not take long to raise. The men's quarters
were separate from the women's. Even the married men were
separated from their wives and were to remain celibate while staying
at Tolstoy Farm.
The settlers worked harder on the farm than in the jails. It was
obligatory on all, young and old, who were not engaged in the
kitchen, to give some time to gardening and to look after the fruit
trees. Every one had to go to Johannesburg on some errand or other.
The rule followed was that only on the community business could
one go there by rail and then too travel third class. Any one who
wanted a pleasure trip had to go on foot, and carry home-made
provisions consisting of home-baked bread made from coarse wheat
flour ground at home, home-made marmalade and groundnut
butter. The general practice was that the sojourner rose at two in the
night and started at half past two. It took on an average six to seven
hours to reach Johannesburg and Kallenbach generally joined the
trampers with his favourite haversack.
The rules of hygiene were strictly enforced on the farm. All
rubbish was buried in trenches sunk for the purpose. No water was
permitted to be thrown on the roads and all waste water was
collected in buckets to use for watering trees. Leavings of food and
vegetable refuse were utilized as manure. A square pit was sunk
near the house to receive the night-soil which was fully covered with
excavated earth.
To make the families self-supporting, small industries were started
on the farm. Kallenbach learnt the art of making sandals in a
German Catholic monastery and he taught it to Gandhi who in his
turn taught it to other settlers. Now they started making sandals
and sold them to friends. Another industry introduced by Kallenbach
was carpentry producing all manner of things large and small from
benches to boxes.